
List of Newspaper Reports that Violated Clauses of the Code of Ethics of 

the Press Council of Sri Lanka During May 2026 

 
 

Serial No. Date  Page No. Headline / Article Clause Violated 

Aruna Newspaper 

01 07/05/2026 Pages 01, 
02 

Gallows confirmed for Vidya's 
murderers – Unanimous verdict 
by a five-member Supreme Court 
bench (Reported in a manner that 
revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.) 

Clause 6(1)(a); 
Clause 2(e) 

Irida Mawbima Newspaper 

02 31/05/2026 Page 07 The true story of Nujum Sir, who 
went into the sea at Kirinda to 
save a schoolgirl – What was 
published on social media was 
completely false (Reported in a 
manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's 
name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Irida Lankadeepa Newspaper 

03 31/05/2026 Page 02 The waters of the ocean were not 
enough to cry because of you 
(Reported in a manner that revealed 
the child's identity, including the 
child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Divaina Newspaper 

04 04/05/2026 Page 03 A schoolgirl travelling to 
Dhamma School on a motorcycle 
with her brother dies after being 
hit by a bus (Reported in a manner 
that revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 



05 07/05/2026 Pages 01, 
02 

Death sentence imposed on four 
persons in the Vidya murder case 
upheld (Reported in a manner that 
revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.) 

Clause 6(1)(a); 
Clause 2(e) 

06 14/05/2026 Page 03 Brother, who was seriously 
injured in a road accident while 
going to Dhamma School, also 
died (Reported in a manner that 
revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Lankadeepa Newspaper 

07 07/05/2026  Pages 
01,05 

High Court judgment upheld by 
the Supreme Court – Death 
sentences of four including 
Suviskumar, for the murder of 
schoolgirl Vidya confirmed 
(Reported in a manner that revealed 
the child's identity, including the 
child's name/photograph.)  

Clause 6(1)(a); 
Clause 2(e)  

08 18/05/2026  Page 09 A plank from a sawmill fell on a 
child after breaking loose – Child 
dies, father hospitalized (Reported 
in a manner that revealed the 
child's identity, including the child's 
name/photograph.)  

Clause 2(e)  

09 21/05/2026  Page 03 Schoolboy dies after striking his 
head on the floor while jumping 
off a bed during play (Reported in 
a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's 
name/photograph.)  

Clause 2(e)  

10 21/05/2026  Page 03 Schoolboy drowns in the Palan 
Ganga (Reported in a manner that 
revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.)  

Clause 2(e)  

Thamilan Newspaper 



11 19/05/2026  Page 02  Boy dies while swimming 
(Reported in a manner that revealed 
the child's identity, including the 
child's name/photograph.)  

Clause 2(e)  

Thinakaran Vaaramanjari Newspaper  

12 10/05/2026  Page 05  Final verdict delivered after ten 
years! (Reported in a manner that 
revealed the child's identity, 
including the child's 
name/photograph.)  

Clause 6(1)(a); 
Clause 2(e)  

 

●​ Clause 2(e) 

"Every journalist shall refrain from publishing, or causing to be published, any 
matter which may offend public taste or morality, or tend to lower the standards 
of public taste or morality." 

●​ Clause 6(1)(a) 

"In reporting or causing to be printed or published, accounts of crimes or 
criminal cases, a journalist shall not name victims of sex crimes. " 
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