
List of Newspaper Reports that Violated the Code of Ethics – June 2026 
 

No. Date Page No. News Headline / Article Ethical Clause 
Violated 

Aruna Newspaper 

1 02 June 2026 Pages 1–2 Four members of the same family killed in the fatal 
Meegoda accident 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Dinamina Newspaper 

2 08 June 2026 Page 3 Young man and two young women drown at a river 
mouth: "My son and my younger sisters' two 
daughters disappeared before my eyes," grieving 
father says 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

3 22 June 2026 Page 15 Schoolboy drowns while bathing with a friend 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Divaina Newspaper 

4 01 June 2026 Page 5 Three students who went swimming on Vesak Poya 
Day drown at sea 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

5 02 June 2026 Pages 1–2 Drunk driver causes tragedy, killing six and 
hospitalizing seven in Meegoda 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

6 08 June 2026 Page 3 Three people, including two sisters, drown at Daluwa 
river mouth 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

7 22 June 2026 Page 9 Schoolboy who went swimming without informing 
his family drowns in Sengal Oya 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

8 29 June 2026 Page 5 Two Grade 11 students involved in motorcycle crash; 
one killed and the other seriously injured 

Clause 2(e) 



(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Lankadeepa Newspaper 

9 01 June 2026 Page 3 Bodies of two of the three students who disappeared 
at Hungama river mouth recovered 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

10 02 June 2026 Pages 1–2 Unlicensed cab driver kills six at a roadside ‘Roti 
Dansala’ 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

11 08 June 2026 Page 3 Three drown at Daluwa river mouth: "My son and my 
nieces disappeared before my eyes" 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Irida Divaina Newspaper 

12 07 June 2026 Page 14 Illicit affair! Underworld connections! Shooting on 
Hajj Day 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Irida Lankadeepa Newspaper 

13 07 June 2026 Page 17 Tragic loss of three students at Kalametiya Lagoon 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

14 14 June 2026 Page ii Conflict within a beggar underworld network 
(Publication of Sensitive Photographs) 

Clause 2(e) 

15 21 June 2026 Page 16 The tragedy of a man who dies a thousand deaths 
(Publication of Sensitive/Graphic Photographs) 

Clause 2(e) 

Silumina Newspaper 

16 07 June 2026 Page 19 Tragedy at the Meegoda roadside ‘Roti Dansala’ 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Tamilan Newspaper 

17 05 June 2026 Page 1 - 2 Three people, including a schoolboy, killed when a 
tree falls on a vehicle in Nawalapitiya 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 



18 08 June 2026 Page 6 Three members of the same family drown; Puttalam 
community in shock 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

19 26 June 2026 Page 9 Young Thavil artist in Jaffna dies by suicide 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Thinakaran Newspaper 

20 17 June 2026 Page 16 Court sentences the convicted offenders in the Vidya 
murder case 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clauses 2(e) 
and 6(1)(a) 

Thinakkural Newspaper 

21 01 June 2026 Page 5 Fourteen-year-old boy arrested for killing his 
11-year-old sister over a mobile phone 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

22 08 June 2026 Page 3 Three members of the same family drown; bodies 
recovered after an extensive search 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

23 22 June 2026 Page 5 Thirteen-year-old schoolboy drowns while bathing 
with a friend 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

24 30 June 2026 Page 9 Schoolboy killed in a motorcycle accident in 
Piliyandala 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Weerakesari Newspaper 

25 08 June 2026 Page 3 Three members of the same family drown; relative 
also dies while attempting a rescue 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

26 26 June 2026 Page 9 Young Thavil artist dies by suicide 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Vidivelli Newspaper 

27 11 June 2026 Page 7 Puttalam: Three members of the same family lose 
their lives in a body of water 

Clause 2(e) 



(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Weekly Tamilan Newspaper 

28 07 June 2026 Page 7 Negligence of authorities claims three lives 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

Sunday Times Newspaper 

29 07 June 2026 Page 18 Meegoda crash driver wrecks many lives on the night 
of horror 
(Reported in a manner that revealed the child's 
identity, including the child's name/photograph.) 

Clause 2(e) 

●​ Clause 2(e) 

"Every journalist shall refrain from publishing, or causing to be published, any matter which may 
offend public taste or morality, or tend to lower the standards of public taste or morality." 

●​ Clause 6(1)(a) 

"In reporting or causing to be printed or published accounts of crimes or criminal cases, a journalist 
shall not name victims of sex crimes. " 
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