List of Newspaper Reports that Violated the Sri Lanka Press

Council Code of Ethics - July 2026

No.

Date

Page

Newspaper / News Headline

Ethical Clause
Violated

Aruna Newspaper

01

02.07.2026

Page No. 05

“Four students drowned in Wanathawilluwa
had gone to collect flowers without attending
the evening tuition class — Bodies handed over
to relatives — Funeral arrangements today”
(The identities of the deceased children were
revealed through the publication of their
names and photographs.)

Clause 2(e)

02

20.07.2026

Page No. 05

“Two youths who returned home by
motorcycle after watching a musical show
were killed by a tipper truck”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Dinamina Newspaper

03

20.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Two youths die after motorcycle collides with
a tipper truck while returning from a musical
show”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Divaina Newspaper

04

02.07.2026

Page No. 01
& 03

“The tragic story of Wanathawilluwa that
claimed the lives of four students — The raft
overturned after water leaked through a hole”
(The identities of the deceased children were
revealed through the publication of their
names and photographs.)

Clause 2(e)

05

02.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Two deaths in two road accidents in
Anuradhapura and Saliyapura — One of the
victims was a student”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

06

15.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Body of the student who went missing in
Agra Oya found”

Clause 2(e)




(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

07

30.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Infant dies after being trapped under a
collapsed swing”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Lankadeepa Newspaper

08

15.07.2026

Page No. 13

“The tragedy that shocked Wanathawilluwa —
‘The raft lost balance and overturned; all of us
went underwater along with the raft™

(The identities of the deceased children were
revealed through the publication of their
names and photographs.)

Clause 2(e)

09

15.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Two youths who came by motorcycle after
watching a musical show killed by a sand
tipper”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

10

15.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Body of the student who disappeared in the
Mahaweli River recovered”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

11

15.07.2026

Page No. 03

“Child thrown off after motorcycle overturns
killed by a car”

(The identity of the deceased child was
revealed through the publication of the child’s
name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Thinakkural Newspaper

11

20.07.2026

Page 5

Two Youths Killed in Early Morning Horana
Road Accident (The report disclosed the
identity of the child, including the child's name
and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Daily News Newspaper

10

20.07.2026

Page 4

Two youths die in motorcycle tipper collision
(The report disclosed the identity of the child,
including the child's name and photograph.)

Clause 2(e)

Clause 2(e)




“Every journalist shall refrain from publishing, or causing to be published, any
matter which may offend public taste or morality, or tend to lower the standards
of public taste or morality.”



